THE PREMIER ACADEMY
Learning Block 8 Curriculum Newsletter
Topics and Learning Focus
Home Learning
Home learning can have a real impact on children’s progress so any support that you can give
to your child will be beneficial to their development.
Regular reading is the most important activity so please support your child by making it part of
their routine from an early age.
Times tables and number knowledge are key areas to practise for maths development.
We set spelling related English, and maths pieces of homework each week on a Monday to be
handed in the following Monday in all year groups with an additional topic focused activity from
Year 1. We try hard to ensure that homework is as accessible as possible to children with
minimal support required by parents. Please speak to your child’s class teacher if you have
any issues surrounding homework.

Reception
During Learning Block 8, we will explore the topic ‘It’s a Small World’. We will observe the life
cycle of a butterfly, housing caterpillars in each classroom. We will watch them develop into
chrysalides and emerge into butterflies. We will also learn about other minibeasts and we will
become Nature Detectives as we go on a minibeast hunt around the school field to see what
we can find.
In English our non-fiction writing will link to our topic as we will write about the life cycle that we
have observed, including labelling each stage of growth correctly. Maths lessons will centre on
securing numbers to twenty, doubling, halving and sharing, addition and subtraction
calculations, shape and problem solving. In PE we will develop our teamwork skills focusing on
cooperation and effective communication. Art lessons will include observational drawings and
painting, using colour for a purpose and learning how to use different brush strokes,
developing our technique.

Year 1
Our topic is ‘Great Explorers’. In English we will begin by exploring a variety of adventure
stories and watching a range of video clips which centre on an adventure. We will then develop
our imaginative writing skills, which we will use to write our own adventure stories. After this,
we will focus on recount writing in the form of diary entries. We will take on the role of a
character and develop an understanding of how the character feels and why they feel this way.
In Maths we will continue to develop our number skills, consolidating our learning and moving
on to new concepts. We will also look at measurement, focusing on associated language and
measuring a range of objects and areas using suitable equipment.
The great explorers we will focus on in our history lessons are Roald Amundsen and
Christopher Columbus. We will learn about their aims, perils, journeys and discoveries;
culminating in a comparison. In food technology we will learn about different fruits, before
making our own fruit salad. In PSHE we will reflect on our achievements from this academic
year and we will look at new beginnings, in preparation for our transition to Year 2.

Year 2
Clothes and Coverings is our topic for Learning Block 8. We will investigate how clothes have
changed over time and the different types of clothes that are used as international dress
across a range of cultures. We will study animal skins; focusing on differing needs and how
animals need to change and adapt to suit their environment. We will also investigate how
different materials can be changed; we will distinguish between natural and manmade
materials as well as how a range of materials are used in everyday life.
We will start the learning block by writing fantasy stories in English and then we will learn
about persuasive language; looking at a range of posters and adverts focusing on the main
features. Maths lessons will develop our growing understanding of the number system, using
both written and mental methods in order to develop our using and applying skills. We will also
have an exciting visit to the Tring Natural History Museum where we will become detectives
and explore the exhibits using interactive guides and taking part in a range of activities.

KS2 Topics and Learning Focus
Year 3
We start our new learning about the Stone Age to Iron Age. In History, we will develop our
understanding of the three Ages (Stone, Bronze and Iron) and investigate each of them in turn
and evaluate which Age would have been better to live in and why. As part of this learning, we
will visit Bradwell Abbey to discover more about this pre-historic period and take part in a
range of exciting activities to enhance our learning.
Alongside our history focus, we will research the origins of chocolate in order to write an
explanation text about how chocolate is made. In food technology, we will continue our
chocolate focus and make chocolate lollies whilst following a recipe, looking at instructions
and the language used. In DT we will explore different sweet packaging, then we will design,
create and evaluate our ow. To support our learning our class book is Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl. In Science, we will investigate changing materials, looking
at solids, liquids and gases, exploring how solids solidify and melt at different temperatures.

Year 4
For our final topic focus this year we will ‘Reduce, Reuse and Recycle’, looking at how
recycling impacts our daily lives and the environment we live in. We will investigate our own
eco-footprint and learn what we can do to minimise this, as well as learning about global
warming, the ozone layer and climate change. Keeping with our recycling theme we will read
Stig of the Dump by Clive King as a class, with a view to developing our own story writing
skills, identifying dilemmas and resolving problems. We will then look at discussion texts with a
persuasive focus: this will include a class debate, using arguments both for and against a
specific topic. In Maths we will revisit a range of mathematical concepts to ensure we have
secure knowledge to take forward to Year 5.
Science will cover states of matter, looking at how materials change with the application of
outside forces. We will also investigate the water cycle so as to understand the processes
involved. We will create a “Trashion” outfit in DT, using recycled materials to create our own
design, as well as considering how to reuse rubbish to create a variety of art forms including
sculpture. We will evaluate our designs and consider improvements for future designs.

Year 5
Year 5 are starting the topic ‘Earth Matters’. In Science we will consider how materials change
in a range of experiments – disappearing or dissolving, separating mixtures and reversible or
irreversible changes. Our focus will be to ensure our experiments are fair and that our results
are reliable. In Geography, we will study volcanoes and earthquakes; considering the Earth’s
crust and plate tectonics; as well as how these natural disasters can affect landscapes and
local life. In History we will explore who Martin Luther King Jr was, his impact on American
social history in the 1950’s and 60’s and the long term changes as a result of his work.
Alongside this, we will consider non-violent protests and look in detail at the Montgomery Bus
Boycott. We will then focus on Nelson Mandela and the impact he had on human rights, as
well as considering the influence of Ghandi on both influential men.
English lessons will focus on two text types: classic fiction and non-chronological reports. We
will begin with classic fiction and explore what makes these texts such classics. The focus will
be on settings and character profiles, investigating how they are developed. Our focus text will
be Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens. For non-chronological reports we will examine technical
terminology used, as well as looking at how to use active and passive language. Our final
piece of writing this academic year will be to write our own non-chronological report based on
our topic.

Year 6
Year 6 will explore evolution and inheritance in Science through our topic ‘Past, Present and
Future’. We will learn that living things have changed over time and that fossils provide
information about living things that inhabited the Earth millions of years ago. Throughout this
topic we will discover that adaption can lead to evolution. In RE, we will look at the origins of
Jehovah’s Witnesses and their beliefs. In English we will write extended narratives in a genre
of our choosing followed by a non-fiction genre recap. We will begin our class read, Wonder
by RJ Palacio, which has recently been turned into an award winning, box office smash film.
PSHE lessons will primarily involve looking to the future and preparing for our transition to
secondary school; we will focus on new beginnings and how to manage change which will
help us with our transition to secondary school. During this term a representative from Network
Rail will visit to discuss rail safety, to increase our awareness of the dangers of electricity and
the railway, level crossings and general safety tips when near train tracks and railway stations.

