THE PREMIER ACADEMY
Learning Block 6 & 7 Curriculum Newsletter
Topics and Learning Focus
Home Learning
Home learning can have a real impact on children’s progress so any support that you can give
to your child will be beneficial to their development.
Regular reading is the most important activity so please support your child by making it part of
their routine from an early age.
Times tables and number knowledge are key areas to practise for maths development.
We set spelling related English, and maths pieces of homework each week on a Monday to be
handed in the following Monday in all year groups with an additional topic focused activity from
Year 1. We try hard to ensure that homework is as accessible as possible to children with
minimal support required by parents. Please speak to your child’s class teacher if you have
any issues surrounding homework.

Reception
In Reception we will start our new topic People Who Help Us. In this topic we will learn about
how different adults help us in our everyday lives and keep us safe. We will begin by
discussing our own friends and family and thinking about what it means to be a good friend
and showing kindness to others. We will then look at people who help us in our local
community including the Police, Dentists, Doctors, Firefighters and Teachers. We will learn
more about these roles through our English topic; we will read a range of non-fiction texts and
gather facts about the different roles. We will create interview questions to ask different people
to gain more information; we will use all of the information collected to compose descriptions
and simple non-chronological reports.
We will use role play to explore scenarios such as helping others in times of need and sharing
times when we have helped other people. In Maths we will explore length and mass using
everyday objects to support our learning.

Year 1
Year 1

Year 2
Year 2

Our new topic is Wildlife Wonders. In English we will begin by looking at a variety of traditional
tales from other cultures. Our key focus will be Handa’s Surprise, which is set in Africa. We will
identify and compare settings and then we will re-write the story. After this, we will focus on
explanation texts. We will develop an understanding of their purpose and we will write our own
explanation text, detailing an animal’s life cycle. In Maths we will focus on learning our times
tables and using objects to share; with an extension of identifying remainders. In Science we
will investigate and compare African and Arctic animals; exploring the concept of predator and
prey and investigating animal protection strategies such as camouflage. Our focus in
Geography will be to identify similarities and differences between the United Kingdom and
Africa. We will use maps to locate the hot and cold areas of the world. In Art and DT, we will
draw different shapes to represent parts of African animals; exploring different ways of using a
pencil, including shading. In PSHE we will focus on wellbeing, looking at how to develop
positive relationships.

During Learning Block 6 we will continue with our topic Fire Fire! We will focus on finding out
information about The Great Fire of London. In Learning Block 7 we will develop our local
knowledge; focusing on Brilliant Bletchley and Marvellous Milton Keynes. We will explore
significant events and people in the local community. Our Geography focus will involve
investigating why Milton Keynes has many roundabouts and why the roads are very straight.
We will also use maps and landmarks to identify key areas of the town. In Science we will
observe and describe how seeds grow and investigate what they need to germinate. In RE we
will look at significant symbols, places of worship and why celebrations are important to some
people. In Art we will experiment with print and pattern using the MK concrete cows as our
inspiration. Our English focus will develop our narrative writing skills, focusing specifically on
the author Oliver Jeffers and his style of writing. We will explore non-chronological reports,
discussing their layout and form. Our Maths learning will continue to deepen our knowledge of
the number system and applying our known skills to solve practical problems.

KS2 Topics and Learning Focus
Year 3
In Year 3 we will start our topic My Super Earth. We will learn about the links between the
rainforest and climate, looking at the relationship between the equator and the rainforest.
Further to this, we will learn about animal adaptations in this habitat. Alongside our
geography focus, in Science, we will develop our understanding of our bodies by comparing
humans and animals. We will learn about how diets vary, how skeletons are similar and
how muscles support survival. We will also look at how we can be healthy and why eating
healthily and exercising is important. In RE we will investigate symbolism and
representation in Hinduism, including: rangoli patterns, the River Ganges, yoga and karma.
In English we will look at a variety of myths and legends with an aim to write our own story
based on a well-known myth or legend. We will also use a variety of non-fiction sources to
research information about various topics and we will write our own non-chronological
report based on our learning.
In Maths we will continue to focus on mental and written calculations and their application to
real life situations. We will also develop our knowledge of money and properties of shape.

Year 4
In Learning Block 6 we will continue looking at Britain during World War 2 with a focus on
the contribution of Bletchley Park to the war effort. In English we will look at historical fiction,
identifying story structure and composing our own stories based on WW2. We will also look
at non-chronological reports using knowledge from our topic learning to write reports with
the appropriate features for this text type. In Maths we will learn about coordinates, plotting
position and using compass points. This links to our geography focus as we will study
Ordnance Survey maps and use grid references. We will also work on perimeter of 2D
shapes; combining this with our designs for an Anderson Shelter in Art and DT. In Science
we will focus on circuits. We will identify common household appliances that run on
electricity as well as constructing and labelling parts of a simple circuit.
In Learning Block 7 our topic focus will be Words Along Wires in which we will investigate
ways of sending messages, comparing and explaining different communication systems
and comparing the advantages and disadvantages of modern communication methods.
Sound will be our science focus: identifying how sounds are made, finding patterns between
pitch and volume and sound safety.

Year 5
In Geography we will study the human and physical features of three different locations: the
Lake District, the Alps and the Rockies. We will then compare these features to consider
how mountainous regions are similar and different. In Art we will investigate landscape
paintings of the Lake District, focusing on the use of texture to show grass, stone and water.
In Science, we will look at the human life cycle and the changes that occur as we develop
through to old age. We will also look at the human circulatory system, including blood
vessels and their functions. In English, our fictional writing will be adventure stories. We will
investigate this text type through ‘The Wreck of the Zanzibar’ by Michael Morpurgo. We will
look at how we can start our writing in different ways to capture the reader’s interest. In
History we will investigate the Ancient Greeks with a particular interest in their ruling
system, comparing ancient democracy with modern British democracy. We will learn about
the Ancient Olympic Games and look at how they are similar and different to the Olympic
Games today. To link with our learning of the Ancient Greeks, we will also look at fables and
their features before adapting some to create our own. We will also investigate how stories
change over time when they are passed on orally. We will also look at discussion texts and
consider different points of views and take part in debates.

Year 6
We will cover three main topics in Maths: calculating with fractions, decimals and
percentages; solving algebraic equations and calculating space. Calculating with fractions
will involve adding, subtracting, dividing and multiplying fractions with different
denominators. Calculating space will enable us to find the area, perimeter and volume of
shapes. In English we will learn about science fiction narratives. We will look at the dialogue
typical of the science fiction genre and then build up to writing our own science fiction story.
For our non-fiction text we will focus on discussion texts. History lessons will focus on the
topic Blast Through The Past where we will study the achievements of earliest civilisations,
specifically the Ancient Egyptians. Linking to our history focus, geography lessons will
involve comparing the Grand Union Canal and the River Nile. We will look at how these two
waterways have affected people’s lives over time. In Science we will look at light;
understanding that it travels in straight lines, investigating how shadows work and how our
eyes enable us to see.

