THE PREMIER ACADEMY
Learning Block 4 & 5 Curriculum Newsletter
Topics and Learning Focus
Home Learning
Home learning can have a real impact on children’s progress so any support that you can
give to your child will be beneficial to their development.
Regular reading is the most important activity so please support your child by making it
part of their routine from an early age.
Times tables and number knowledge are key areas to practise for maths development.
We set spelling related English, and maths pieces of homework each week on a Monday
to be handed in the following Monday in all year groups with an additional topic focused
activity from Year 1. We try hard to ensure that homework is as accessible as possible to
children with minimal support required by parents. Please speak to your child’s class
teacher if you have any issues surrounding homework.

Reception
In Reception our new topic is Hmm…Tasty. As part of this topic we will learn all about
food, including food from different cultures and countries, healthy eating and how different
food is produced. We will make bread and fruit kebabs which will also reinforce our gross
and fine motor skills. We will use our phonic knowledge to learn to write shopping lists and
in Maths we will explore money to support counting, adding and subtracting. We will also
explore different food related jobs that people do, such as a shop keeper, waiter and chef.
We will use role play to explore scenarios including going to the shops to buy food and
ordering food in a café.
Throughout this topic we will continue to read and share traditional tales such as The Little
Red Hen, The Hungry Caterpillar and The Enormous Turnip, in order to be able to verbally
retell, act out and order these stories by their main events. During this time we will focus
on identifying sounds in words and use this to support our reading.

Year 1
Year 1
Our new topic is Reach for the Stars. Our class read is The Enormous Crocodile by Roald
Dahl, a story about a fantasy talking crocodile. We will explore other fantasy stories, use
our imaginations to create our own characters and settings, and then we will write our own
fantasy adventure! In Geography and Science we will identify seasonal and daily weather
patterns in the UK; observe changes across the four seasons and record temperature. In
December we will visit Linford Lakes where we will use our observational skills to find
specific features of winter. In DT, we will use textiles to create a winter picture.
As well as observing weather conditions and changes, we will develop an understanding
of how shadows are formed, using artificial and natural lighting. In History we will learn
about Neil Armstrong (the first man on the moon) and the Wright brothers (who invented
the plane). We will discuss and compare their achievements and we will create our own
planes in DT. Our focus in PSHE will be looking at ways we can stay safe and healthy.

Year
Year22
This term we will visit Berkhamsted Castle to consolidate our learning about castles and to
investigate what a real motte and bailey castle would have looked like. Our new topic is
Fire Fire, in which we will learn about Guy Fawkes and The Gunpowder Plot; looking at
the main events, impacts and consequences. In Geography we will name, locate and
identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the UK. Art will involve
developing our painting skills and creating tone using one colour and learning how to
create darker tones without using black.
In English we will learn how to write a diary entry using our class read (George’s
Marvellous Medicine by Roald Dahl) as inspiration. We will also develop our poetry writing
and build our word and imagery vocabulary skills. Maths will include learning about shape,
time and fractions, while continuing to deepen our understanding of number through maths
challenges. We will end the term with our year group production Lights, Camel, Action.

KS2 Topics and Learning Focus
Year 3
We will continue our topic Victorian Change, looking at the innovative work of Florence
Nightingale and Mary Seacole whilst learning about different Victorian inventions and
the impact they have had; both on lives in the past and present. In Science we will
develop our understanding of light. We will investigate light sources and how shadows
are formed through a range of scientific investigations. We will also explore reflective
surfaces and decide what material is best to make a reflective bag.
In Art, as it gets closer to the end of term, we will explore traditions invented by the
Victorians for the Christmas period, including tree decorations, with the aim of making
our own decorations with a winter theme.
In English we will focus on play scripts and recounts, whilst continuing our class read,
Street Child. In Maths, we will continue developing our understanding of number, whilst
also looking at measure, shape and fractions.

Year 4
Our topic is 20th Century Britain, focusing on World War 2. We will learn how the war
affected people in Britain, specifically children; looking at how they were evacuated
from big cities, as well as how they protected themselves if they remained at home. We
will investigate shelters and we will have the opportunity to build our own 3D models.
In English, we will read a range of poems and focus on how to create engaging
performance poetry. We will then move on to study a range of play scripts in readiness
for our year group performance in February. Our final area of focus will be recounts,
linked to newspapers and TV reporting. In Maths we will cover decimals, fractions and
percentages; including understanding tenths and hundredths. We will develop our skills
using measure, converting between units and investigating angles. In Science, we will
look at the digestive system so that we have a fuller understanding of how our bodies
work and how this can support a healthy lifestyle. In Geography, we will use maps,
including digital and computer mapping, to locate Bletchley and Milton Keynes, placing
focus on landscape, land use and understanding contours.

Year 5
In History, we will look at what made the Vikings successful and consider what it was
like to be an Anglo-Saxon invaded by the Vikings. We will also look at the Viking way of
life, including raiders and warriors, farm life and trade as well as beliefs and culture. In
Geography we will look at forests and woods in different parts of the world. We will
research what these places provide (shelter, medicine, food, fuel and protection) and
compare forest ecosystems across the continents. Additionally, we will research the
effect of deforestation and how this links to sustainable development.
We will carry out exciting experiments in Science, looking at different forces including;
air resistance, water resistance and friction. In English we will study contemporary
fiction, considering the structure of more complex narratives; make inferences about
perspectives and the impact of language. We will then use flashbacks in our own
writing and use dialogue to develop characters. Our non-fiction focus is persuasion,
where we will focus on: reading and evaluating different forms of persuasion, look at
how opinions can be disguised as facts as well as considering the use of deliberate
ambiguity. In addition to this, we will read There’s a Boy in the Girl’s Bathroom by Louis
Sachar.

Year 6
In Maths we will focus on basic algebraic formulae; proportional reasoning; number
patterns and converting between units of measure. In English, we will read Holes by
Louis Sachar and study how the author explores characterisation and symbolism. We
will then plan and write our own short mystery stories using the tools and techniques
we have learnt in previous lessons. Science will involve studying living things and their
habitats, which will end with an experiment focusing on the variables needed to create
an ideal habitat.
To delve deeper into our history topic of the Tudors, we will visit Bradwell Abbey where
we will look in depth at Henry VIII and explore how the Tudor monarchy was different
to our modern monarchy. Geography will focus on mountain ranges where we will
begin by looking at the physical and human features of Russia to determine whether
there are any geographical patterns. We will then explain how Western Russia differs
from Eastern Russia.

