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Topics and Learning Focus
Home Learning
Home learning can have a real impact on children’s progress so any support that you
can give to your child will have an impact on their development.
Regular reading is the most important activity so please support your child by making it
part of their routine from an early age.
Times tables and number knowledge are key areas to practise for maths development.
We set spelling related English, and maths pieces of homework each week on a
Monday to be handed in the following Monday in all year groups with an additional topic
focused activity from Year 1. We try hard to ensure that homework is as accessible as
possible to children with minimal support required by parents. Please speak to your
child’s class teacher if you have any issues surrounding homework.

Reception
During Learning Blocks 2 and 3 we will focus on settling in to being part of the TPA
community and the associated rules and routines. We will get to know and become
comfortable with the Reception Unit and the wider site.
In our topic Magical Me we will learn all about ourselves: similarities and differences,
likes and dislikes, parts of the body, feelings and all of the many things that make us
unique. During this time we will focus on writing our names, learning the letter names
and sounds of the alphabet, number recognition and counting.
We will also develop our gross (meaning big, like kicking a ball) and fine (meaning
small, like colouring) motor skills through a range of activities, both indoor and out,
including Music and Movement sessions. We will have lots of opportunities to share
books and we will listen to a variety of stories and non-fiction information texts.

Year 1
Year 1

Throughout the following two learning blocks, Year 1 will focus on the topic Changes. In
Maths we will focus on basic number skills, such as: number bonds, addition and
subtraction and counting to and from 100. Our focus in English will be to identify and
describe familiar and unfamiliar settings, as well as developing our understanding of a
range of fiction stories. We will then explore different poems linked by the theme
senses. We will look at a range of features and we will use adjectives to describe what
we can see, smell, taste, feel and hear. We will then perform our poems to the rest of
the class. In Science we will explore different types of materials and their properties.
Our focus in History will be to develop our understanding of change and make
comparisons between our lives and our grandparents. In PSHE we will focus on playing
fair and understanding different views. In RE we will explore the biblical creation story,
look at the importance of Harvest Festivals to some Christians and the importance of
Sukkot to some Jews. In Art and DT we will create puppets which we will then use to
perform in front of our peers.

Year 2
Year 2
We will learn about Castles in our topic The Big Build. In English we will learn how to
write a set of instructions and then using our non-fiction writing skills we will write and
present an explanation text using lots of speaking and listening skills. We will develop
our fantasy writing later in the learning block. Maths lessons will continue to develop our
understanding of the number system and place value, as well as applying our learning
to problems involving multiplication and division.
History and Geography will involve learning about where and why castles were built in
certain areas and the differences between a Motte and Bailey and a Stone Keep castle.
Our science learning will include finding out about the basic needs of animals and the
importance of keeping healthy. DT will see us plan, make and evaluate a sandwich that
ensures we understand about healthy choices in what we eat.

KS2 Topics and Learning Focus
Year 33
Year 3 will focus on the topic Victorian Change. We will have a large history focus
during this topic as we explore how life changed in the Victorian times, through
investigating the work of Florence Nightingale, Mary Seacole and Doctor Barnardo. In
Art we will continue our Victorian focus and look at portraits and photographs,
culminating with us creating our own portrait painting in the Victorian style. In
Geography, we will look at the development of transport networks across the United
Kingdom and the impact Victorian inventors had on the railway system we have today.
Alongside our history focus, we will develop our understanding of forces and magnets
in Science. We will investigate and identify a range of magnetic materials through
various investigations and compare how objects move on different surfaces.
Further to this, in Maths we will focus on all four operations and their application to real
life situations, whilst developing our measure and shape knowledge. In English, we will
cover a range of text types including traditional tales - fairy tales, historical fiction and
instruction writing.

Year
Year44
We will study the human and geographical similarities and differences between
Bletchley and Chembakolli, a village in India. Through our learning we will establish
which location is more self-sufficient. We will focus on: location and landscape;
housing; work and farming; trade and jobs (including Fairtrade); and sustainability. In
English we will develop our knowledge of stories from other cultures and non-fiction
text types such as persuasion and non-chronological reports.
In Maths we will cover shape, negative number, multiplication and division, time (both
12 and 24 hours) and fractions. In Science we will explore the use of classification keys
for living things and their habitats. Additionally, we will look at changing environments
and the impact this has on living things.
In RE we will learn about the history of Islam; including Ramadan and Eid and how
they are celebrated. This will link to DT as we will look at food groups, design a healthy
meal and look at food hygiene and safety in the kitchen.

Year 5
Our new topic is Space. We will investigate rocket flight and how it has developed,
including the research completed by NASA on their key missions. We will also
research the impact of the first moon landing. In Science we will look into the
movement of the planets, the sun and the moon and how they relate to one another. In
Art and DT we will design and create planets, using different materials and stitching. In
our PSHE sessions we will look at responsibilities; both in the family and at school.
Additionally, we will consider school council representation and compare it to local
democracy; taking part in debates about environmental issues.
In English we will focus on the genre science-fiction, discussing the structure, narrative
and effect on audiences. We will explore aspects of an author’s style and compare
themes, settings and characters in different short stories. There will also be a clear
focus on direct and reported speech and the punctuation needed. Our non-fiction text
type is explanation. For this we will read and analyse a range of explanations whilst
investigating style and the use of impersonal language.

Year 6
We will learn about the properties of 2D and 3D shapes before constructing and
drawing shapes with given properties. We will move on to draw nets of 3D shapes and
look at the number of faces, edges and vertices that make up different 3D shapes. In
English we will look at play scripts and a section of Romeo and Juliet by Shakespeare;
we will then compare this to the opening scene of Gnomeo and Juliet. We will write our
own play script for a scene in Gnomeo and Juliet and we will act these out in groups.
We will then focus on writing our own alternative opening to Kensuke’s Kingdom by
Michael Morpurgo, which we have been reading in class.
In Science we will learn the symbols for different electrical components and we will
carry out an experiment which looks at how the number of batteries alters the
brightness of bulbs in a circuit. In RE we will look at the early origins of Islam and
Christianity. Art lessons will focus on Escher’s use of pattern and tessellating shapes
for effect and in PSHE we will focus on laws, rules and interpreting right from wrong.

