
THE PREMIER ACADEMY 
 

CURRICULUM RATIONALE 
 
At The Premier Academy, we use the National Curriculum and Development Matters 
in the Early Years Foundation Stage as a basis for planning learning. 
 
We believe that a set of core values lie at the heart of developing positive, 
responsible, resilient children who are able to collaborate and engage with one 
another in order to think critically and resourcefully to solve problems, in addition to 
developing skills and knowledge which build independence. 
 
Aims for Learning 

 To enable children to be aspirational 

 To develop self-confidence and independence 

 To develop the necessary skills to engage fully and positively in society 

 To encourage exploration and experimentation 

 To build self-esteem, self-worth and resilience 

 To encourage fluency 

 To provide worthwhile activities appropriate to the age and stage of 
development of the child 

 To provide stimulating and engaging enrichment opportunities  

 To promote parent/carer involvement in children’s learning 
 
Organisation 
Children are taught in three Key Stages: Foundation Stage (Reception), Key Stage 1 
(Year 1-2) and Key Stage 2 (Year 3-6). 
 
Daily English and Maths sessions are timetabled across the Academy. Daily phonics 
and English skills are timetabled in KS1. Handwriting, spelling, punctuation and 
grammar, additional reading and additional writing sessions are also planned 
throughout the week in all key stages.  
 
Where appropriate, cross-curricular links are made between foundation subjects and 
English. Each year group focuses on a specific topic for a set period of time; within 
this topic, cross-curricular links are made where appropriate. Some subjects are 
however taught discreetly. 
 
At The Premier Academy we believe it is important for children to experience a range 
of high quality learning opportunities and we offer Dance, Spanish and Music, all 
taught by specialists, experts in their field. 
 
Planning 
Our teaching team has a sound knowledge of the range of teaching styles and they 
use their professional judgement and expertise to employ the appropriate style to 
support teaching and learning in their classroom / learning environment. 



Marking and Feedback 
Neat, clear presentation is valued highly; therefore, all work has a date and title. 
Where practical, hands on activities are used; this is recorded either using labels or 
photos, with appropriate annotation.  
 
Work is marked against the learning intention: pink highlights the positive 
achievements and blue identifies the developmental marking that requires additional 
reflection and / or action by the child. As the children become more independent, 
they also self-mark some work using green pens. We use a set of marking codes, 
which identify how the work has been carried out i.e. as a group or independently. 
The marking codes also identify what type of feedback has been given to the child. 
The children are then given the opportunity to respond to the feedback they have 
received in order to improve their work.  
 
Learning At Home 
Each week children are set homework, in addition to the expectation that they read 
with an adult at least three times per week. Homework includes activities to re-
inforce weekly spellings, grammar and punctuation and maths, all at an age 
appropriate level. Optional 3D model projects, linked to topics studied, are set 
regularly across the Academy.  
 
Science 
For each unit of work, the children carry out at least one science investigation and / 
or experiment that allows them to develop scientific enquiry skills and apply their 
learning in an engaging and interactive way.  
 
Religious Education 
For Religious Education, we follow a self-designed curriculum which is inquiry based, 
often leading with a question which the children will then investigate and answer 
through their learning. Across the Academy, we cover the wide range of religions 
that are represented in our school and the wider community, as we believe that 
learning about world religions promotes tolerance and deepens understanding. 
 
Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education 
Our PSHEE curriculum provides children with the knowledge, understanding, 
attitudes, values and skills they need in order to reach their potential as individuals 
and within the wider community. Our PSHEE curriculum is bespoke to The Premier 
Academy yet draws on available information from the PSHE Association and other 
accredited bodies.  
 
Our TPA Values form the core of our PSHEE and the children are encouraged to 
take part in healthy discussion and debate covering a wide range of topics, which are 
covered by three main areas: Health and Wellbeing, Living in the Wider World and 
Relationships. 
 
Teaching children to become responsible citizens who are reflective and resilient is a 
key aim of our PSHEE curriculum.  



 
British Values 
The promotion of British Values is well integrated within the teaching across the 
whole curriculum, and linked to our TPA Values.  
  
Curriculum Enrichment 
At The Premier Academy, we pride ourselves in offering a wide range of enrichment 
activities, which not only provide engaging and exciting opportunities but also create 
memorable, real life experiences.  
 
We offer a range of onsite extra-curricular activities which are available to all 
children. These include theatre company productions, visits from authors and 
sporting champions, book fairs and activity fairs and children take part in themed 
focused weeks such as Art, Science and Money Week.  
 
We provide free extra curricula clubs (ECCs) every day after school, which are run 
and supported by our teaching staff. ECCs are on offer to all children and are 
incredibly popular.  
 
Each child has the chance to perform on stage, at least once a year to their families. 
Reception, Year 2, Year 4 and Year 6 children take part in a whole year group 
production whilst the children in Year 1, Year 3 and Year 5 present a class 
assembly, the content of which is based on their class learning. 
 
The Premier Choir take part in the national concert, Young Voices, at the O2 in 
London as well as at other prestigious events. As well as opportunities to sing in 
front of large audiences, our premier performers present a showcase of their talents, 
covering singing, performing arts and dance and musical instruments.  
 
The Academy also plays an integral role in the annual Global Science Opera which 
links music, performance and science internationally with schools and science 
experts around the world. 
 
We provide swimming lessons through our local pool at Leon Leisure Centre. The 
children are taught to swim competently, confidently and proficiently over a distance 
of at least 25 metres, using a range of strokes effectively and performing safe self-
rescue in different water-based situations. 


