THE PREMIER ACADEMY
Learning Block 8 Curriculum Newsletter
Topics and Learning Focus
Home Learning
Home learning can have a real impact on children’s progress, so any support that you can
give to your child will have an impact on their development.
Regular reading is the most important activity you can give your child, so please support
your child by making it part of their routine from an early age.
Tables and number knowledge are other key areas to practise for maths development.
We set spelling related English, and maths pieces of homework each week on a Monday
to be handed in the following Monday in all year groups with an additional topic focused
activity from Year 1. We try hard to ensure that homework is as accessible as possible to
children with minimal support required by parents. Please speak to your child’s class
teacher if you have any issues surrounding homework.

Reception
During Learning Block 8, we will explore the topic, ‘It’s a Small World.’ We will observe the
life cycle of a butterfly, with each class looking at real caterpillars. We will watch them
develop into chrysalides and emerge into butterflies. We will also learn about various other
minibeasts and we will become ‘Nature Detectives’ as we go on a minibeast hunt around
the school field to see what we can find.
In English our non-fiction writing will link to our topic as we will write about the life cycle
that we have observed, including labelling stages correctly. Maths lessons will centre on
securing numbers to 20, doubling, halving and sharing, addition and subtraction
calculations and solving problems.
In PE we will develop our teamwork skills including: cooperation, team work and effective
communication. Art lessons will include observational drawings and painting, using colour
for a purpose and learning different brush techniques.

Year 1
Year 1
Our topic is Great Explorers. In English we are going to explore recounts presented as
diary entries, based on our own re-telling of a well-known story. We will take on the role of
a character and develop an understanding of how they feel and the reasons why they feel
a certain way. We will also explore adventure stories and develop our imaginative writing
skills.
In maths we will continue to develop our number skills whilst securing previous learning.
We will also learn about fractions, o’clock and half past the hour.
In history we will focus on the explorers Neil Armstrong and Christopher Columbus. We
will learn about their lives and achievements and then we will make a comparison between
the two, focusing on the similarities and differences experienced by these two great
pioneers. In DT we will create pop out and slider cards which depict a scene. In PSHE we
will reflect on our achievements over the past year and discuss new beginnings, in
preparation for our move into Year 2.

Year 2
Year 2
Clothes and Covering is our topic for Learning Block 8. We will explore how clothes have
changed over time and the different clothes that are worn as international dress in a range
of cultures. We will then study animal skins, including how animals have adapted to their
environment and how their skin protects them from the weather conditions experienced in
their habitat. We will also investigate how different materials can be changed and we will
distinguish between natural and manmade materials, as well as how materials are used.
In English we will read a range of texts which will help us to write in a fantasy genre style
and then we will link our non-fiction writing and our topic as we design a leaflet to
encourage people to buy a certain item made from a certain type of material. Maths will
develop our growing understanding of the numerical system, using both written and mental
methods and increase our using and applying skills to solve real life problems.

KS2 Topics and Learning Focus
Year 3
In Year 3 we will start our new learning on the Stone Age and the Iron Age. In history
we will develop our understanding of the Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age as we
investigate each time period and examine the differences and similarities between
them. Alongside our history focus we will look at chocolate which will encompass an
explanation text on how chocolate is made. In DT, we will continue this chocolate
focus and make chocolate lollies. We will also explore different sweet packaging, and
we will use Purple Mash to design, create and evaluate our own packaging. To
support this learning our class book will be ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’ by
Roald Dahl. In science, we will investigate changing materials. We will learn about
solids, liquids and gases and we will explore how different solids solidify and melt at
different temperatures.

Year 4
In our final Learning Block of the year we will focus on our new topic Reduce, Reuse,
Recycle. In geography we will look at how recycling impacts our lives and the
environment around us. We will investigate our own eco-footprint and what we can do
to minimise this, as well as learning about global warming, the ozone layer and climate
change.
In line with our recycling theme we will read ‘Stig of the Dump’ by Clive King as a class
read, in order to develop our story writing skills, focusing on identifying dilemmas and
resolving problems. We will then look at discussion and persuasion texts in our nonfiction unit. This will include debate, using arguments both for and against a specific
topic.
In maths we will focus on data, statistics and interpreting continuous and discrete data
using appropriate graphical methods, including bar charts, pictograms and tables. In
science we will learn about states of matter, looking at how materials change with the
application of outside forces. Designing and making a Trashion outfit will be our
objective in DT as well as using recycled materials to create a sculpture.

Year 5
Year 5 will start a new topic entitled Earth Matters. In science we will focus on
properties and changes of materials including classifying materials, separating
mixtures and irreversible changes. We will carry out investigations which will support
our learning. We will develop our ability to reflect and evaluate, ensuring our results
are reliable. In geography we will study volcanoes and earthquakes – understanding
the Earth’s crust and plate tectonics, as well as how these natural disasters can affect
the surrounding environment and all living things. We will also consider survival
through these events and recovery afterwards. In history we will explore the role that
Martin Luther King played in the American civil rights movement during the 1950’s and
60’s. In addition, we will study non-violent protests and look at the Montgomery bus
boycott. To end our history focus we will look at the importance of Nelson Mandela
and the impact he had on human rights in South Africa.
English lessons will focus on two text types – traditional tales (fables) and nonchronological reports. We will begin by exploring different styles in which fables are
written. We will investigate how stories change over time and how they are adapted
and passed on to new generations. When writing non-chronologic reports we will
include technical terminology, as well as using active and passive voice.

Year 6
We will continue working hard on our SATs preparation which will take place during
the week beginning Monday 8 May. This will involve consolidating our learning in both
maths and English, as well as looking at exam techniques and revision tips. In maths
we will focus on applying our knowledge to different contexts and multi-step problems.
Science lessons will look at evolution and inheritance – we will learn that fossils
provide evidence about living things that once inhabited the Earth. We will then look at
the process of adaptation. In RE we will look at the history of Jehovah’s witnesses and
the significance of their beliefs and customs. PSHE will involve looking at new
beginnings and how to cope with the transition from primary to secondary school. We
will learn ways of dealing with change and how to manage our feelings and emotions.

