THE PREMIER ACADEMY
Learning Block 7 Curriculum Newsletter
Topics and Learning Focus
Home Learning
Home learning can have a real impact on children’s progress so any support that you can
give to your child will have an impact on their development.
Regular reading is the most important activity so please support your child by making it
part of their routine from an early age.
Times tables and number knowledge are key areas to practise for maths development.
We set spelling related English, and maths pieces of homework each week on a Monday
to be handed in the following Monday in all year groups with an additional topic focused
activity from Year 1. We try hard to ensure that homework is as accessible as possible to
children with minimal support required by parents. Please speak to your child’s class
teacher if you have any issues surrounding homework.

Reception
Our topic Imagine, Imagine, Imagine, will encourage us to use our imagination to create
stories through talking and writing. We will share a range of imaginative stories and we will
learn about characters, settings, plot structure and common story language. In English we
will continue to focus on developing our writing and improving our letter formation and
handwriting through daily practise. We will also focus on developing our reading through
book sharing and daily phonics sessions.
In Maths we will improve our calculation skills, solving addition and subtraction problems
using objects and learning to halve and double numbers and amounts. We will also learn
new maths language and use it in our everyday learning, including: heavy, heavier, light,
lighter, long, longer, tall, taller, short, shorter, full, fuller, empty and emptier.
In Art and DT we will design our own characters using photos, story boards and computer
tools on Purple Mash such as 2Paint A Picture and Mashcams.

Year 1
Year 1
In English, we will begin by focusing on non-chronological reports; through sharing a range
of texts we will develop an understanding of key features, language and structure. We will
then write our own non-chronological report based on our topic Wildlife Wonders. We will
also look at traditional tales concentrating on fairy tales. We will start by reading and orally
re-telling a selection of fairy tales. Then we will plan and write our own version of a
traditional story. In Maths our main focus will be developing our number skills including
addition and subtraction crossing 100 and number bonds to 10, 20 and 100.
In Science we will explore the notion of predator and prey, gaining a general
understanding of food chains. We will then investigate animal protection and develop an
understanding of the importance of protection in a range of habitats. In RE we will focus on
belonging and discussing what it means to be part of a family, community and school.

Year 2
Year 2

We will continue learning about Bletchley and Milton Keynes. During the next few weeks
we will look more closely at past maps of the area and current maps to compare the
changes. Through our map skills we will learn how MK has changed and developed. We
will also look at the ways MK is celebrating its 50th Birthday! Our English learning will
include lots of speaking and listening opportunities through discussion and role play. We
will also develop our understanding of adventure stories focusing on exciting quests. Our
class read will be The Mousehole Cat by Antonia Barber, a tale of Mowzer the cat and the
bravery and companionship between owner and pet. In Maths we will continue to develop
and embed our number knowledge and learn about movement and data handling.
In Science we will continue our investigations studying plant and seed growth and their life
cycle. In RE we will find out about the importance of Easter to some Christians and how it
is celebrated. Art and DT will continue to be linked closely to our topic and look at patterns
around us.

KS2 Topics and Learning Focus
Year 3
We are continuing our topic My Super Earth. We will learn about the links between
rainforests and climate, the relationship between the equator and the rainforest and we
will learn about animal adaptations in this habitat. Alongside our geography focus, we
will develop our understanding of our bodies by comparing humans and animals. We
will learn how diets vary, how skeletons are similar and how muscles support survival.
In RE we will continue to explore Hinduism, investigating various Hindu festivals and
investigating places of worship and the importance of these.
In English we will look at poetry, exploring the different ways in which poetry can be
written. We will also develop our debating skills through lots of speaking and listening
activities. Our writing focus will be recounts; we will recount our horse riding experience
and then we will write a piece of persuasive writing following on from our class
debates.

Year 4
We will start out new topic Words Along Wires. In this topic we will investigate the life
of people at different times in the past and compare their contributions whilst
discovering how people have worked to overcome difficulties. We will study different
ways of sending a message and compare and explain the different communication
systems and how they work.
In English we will look at the science fiction genre and our focus will be our class
reading book, The Iron Man by Ted Hughes. We will focus on descriptive language and
capturing the attention of a reader. We will then plan and write our own explanation text
based on the MK Recycling Factory and the process that takes place there. In Maths
we will use approximation and estimation to solve larger calculations including money.
We will then move on to coordinates and plotting positions.
In Science we will investigate sound. In this topic we will identify how sounds are
made, recognise that vibrations travel and find patterns between pitch and volume. In
RE we will compare Christianity, Islam and Hinduism focusing on places of worship,
symbolism and the ways in which festivals are celebrated.

Year 5
We will continue our topic, Around The World. In History we will study the Ancient
Greeks; considering the origins of the Olympic flame and its journey, as well as the
importance of Zeus to the Games. We will then compare the ancient and modern day
Olympics.
In English, we will read the 1937 classic fiction novel The Hobbit by J.R.R Tolkein. We
will look at the differences in characters and the degrees of formality that are used
within this style of writing. We will also consider the settings that are used in this novel
compared to modern stories. Throughout this unit we will investigate language and how
it is used to portray characters and settings. In writing we will create a ‘Lost Tale’ linked
to The Hobbit. Our non-fiction focus will be discussion texts; we will learn how to create
well structured arguments and counter-arguments. We will use discussion and debate
to form our ideas and understanding of this text type before writing a discussion text on
something we feel passionately about.

Year 6
In Maths we will look at solving problems which require answers to be rounded to a
specified degree of accuracy. Our next topic will cover coordinates and
transformations. This will involve translating shapes on the coordinate plane and
reflecting them across the axes. Finally, we will move on to data interpretation which
will involve interpreting and constructing pie charts and line graphs and calculating the
mean, median and mode as an average. In English, we will look at contemporary
fiction and explanation texts. Our class reading book will be Wonder by RJ Palacio
which is the story of a young boy called Auggie who was born with a facial deformity
and the challenges he confronts. This text also links to our PSHE topic in which we will
consider how we can resolve differences and celebrate variety.
In History we will compare the lives of some of the well-known pharaohs and look at
the significance of The Sphinx to the Ancient Egyptians. In Geography we will study the
similarities and differences between the River Nile and the Grand Union Canal in terms
of settlement, transport, economic activity and physical landforms.

