THE PREMIER ACADEMY
Learning Block 4 & 5 Curriculum Newsletter
Topics and Learning Focus
Home Learning
Home learning can have a real impact on children’s progress so any support that you can give to
your child will have an impact on their development.
Regular reading is the most important activity so please support your child by making it part of their
routine from an early age.
Times tables and number knowledge are key areas to practise for maths development.
We set spelling related English, and maths pieces of homework each week on a Monday to be
handed in the following Monday in all year groups with an additional topic focused activity from
Year 1. We try hard to ensure that homework is as accessible as possible to children with minimal
support required by parents. Please speak to your child’s class teacher if you have any issues
surrounding homework.

Reception
In Reception our new topic is Hmm…Tasty. As part of this topic we will learn all about food,
including food from different cultures and countries, healthy eating and how different food is
produced. In addition, we will make bread and fruit kebabs.
We will use our phonic knowledge to learn to write shopping lists and in Maths we will explore
money to support counting, adding and subtracting. We will also explore different food related jobs
people do, such as a shop keeper, waiter and chef. We will use role play to explore scenarios such
as going to the shops to buy food and ordering food in a café.
Through this topic we will continue to read and share traditional tales such as The Little Red Hen,
Hansel and Gretel and The Enormous Turnip, in order to be able to retell these stories.
During this time we will focus on identifying sounds in words and use this to support our reading.
We will also develop our handwriting and letter formation.

Year 1
Year 1

Year 2
Year 2

Year 1 will focus on the topic Reach for the Stars. In Maths we will continue to focus mainly on
number, improving recognition and understanding of number and being able to add and subtract. In
English we will begin by focusing on the Fantasy genre. We will read a range of fantasy stories with
a key focus on ‘The Enormous Crocodile’ by Roald Dahl. We will identify features of the genre and
explore common settings and characters. We will then look at instructions, developing an
understanding of how to follow them and how to write them effectively. In Science and Geography
we will focus on seasons and explore the different types of weather associated with each season in
the UK. We will also look at shadows, exploring how they are formed.
In Art and DT, we will continue to complete our puppet shows and create pictures for different
seasons and weather types. In History we will compare similarities and differences experienced by
William Caxton and Tim Berners-Lee, exploring the impacts that their work and discoveries have
had on everyday life. During PSHE we will discuss ways to stay safe and healthy and in RE we will
learn how and why some symbols express religious meaning and develop an understanding of why
religious celebrations are important to some people.

Our new topic is Fire! Fire! We will learn about the events and key figures that surround The
Gunpowder Plot, the story of Guy Fawkes, and The Great Fire of London including Samuel Pepys.
We will link our English learning to this topic and we will write a recount in the style of a newspaper
report and poetry with rhyme and alliteration. In Geography we will use maps and atlases to locate
and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom. In
addition, we will locate the surrounding seas and plot them on our own maps. In Art we will use
crayons and chalks to replicate a range of fire images.
Maths lessons will continue to focus on the importance of number skills and place value so we can
apply these to solve problems, and then develop our knowledge of fractions and measure. RE will
involve learning about how some Jews celebrate Hanukkah and how some Christians celebrate
Christmas, looking at the similarities and differences between the two celebrations. Our PSHE
theme is Say No to Bullying in which we will develop our understanding of keeping safe and helping
others.

KS2 Topics and Learning Focus
Year 3
Year 3 will continue the topic Victorian Change. We will continue looking at the work of Florence
Nightingale and Mary Seacole whilst learning about Victorian inventions including the bicycle,
telephone and the electric light bulb. We will consider the importance of these inventions during
the Victorian era. In addition to this we will look at the Victorian Christmas and its influence on
modern day celebrations.
Alongside our history focus, we will develop our understanding of light in Science. We will
investigate light sources and how shadows are formed through a range of scientific
investigations. We will also explore reflective surfaces and decide which material would be best
to make a reflective bag to be used as a safety item when cycling.
In English we will focus on play scripts and recounts, whilst continuing our class read, Street
Child. We will study a range of recounts including newspaper articles, radio and TV reports and
Internet based text. We will compare the similarities and differences between audio, visual and
written recounts and create our own. In Maths, we will continue to develop our understanding of
number, whilst developing our measure, time and fraction knowledge.

Year 4
Year 4 will study Britain during the 20th Century with the initial focus on World War 2. We will
research how the war affected adults and children in Britain and we will look at how children
were evacuated from the big cities as well as how they protected themselves if they remained
there. Furthermore, we will learn about the key leaders, events and dates during WW2 including
the Battle of Britain, D Day and VE Day. We will investigate Anderson shelters and we will have
the opportunity to build our own mini version in DT. In Science we will look at the digestive
system and develop a deeper understanding of how our bodies work and how a healthy lifestyle
aids a healthy body. We will also look at food chains. In RE we will learn about the importance
of symbolism, sacred writings and sacred places in Islam.
In English we will learn how to engage an audience through performance poetry and we will
then move on to play scripts in readiness for the Year 4 Performance later in the year. The final
area of focus will be recounts linking to newspaper and TV reporting. In Maths we will cover
decimals, fractions and percentages including understanding tenths and hundredths. We will
develop our skills using measure, converting between units and we will also investigate angles.

Year 5
Our new topic is Vikings. In Geography we will study settlements and human activity with a
focus on forests. To develop map skills we will consider where our local forests are and on a
more global scale we will research the effect of changing forests and how this links to
sustainable development and the impact it has on our environment. Additionally, we will
compare different ecosystems and investigate biodiversity. In History we will study the nature of
conflict between the Vikings and the Saxons, looking in particular at the contribution of Alfred
the Great. In Science we will look at forces. We will learn about the effect of gravity on falling
objects and we will carry out investigations studying the effect of air resistance, water
resistance and friction. Finally, we will consider how some mechanisms, including levers,
pulleys and gears, allow a smaller force to have a greater effect.
In English we will read contemporary fiction; looking at the structure of more complex
narratives, making inferences about perspectives and analysing language used. Our non-fiction
focus is persuasion, where we will read and evaluate different forms of persuasion, looking at
how opinions can be disguised as facts and we will consider the use of deliberate ambiguity
and half-truths.

Year 6
In Maths Year 6 will learn about basic algebraic formulae; proportional reasoning; number
patterns and converting between units of measure. In English we will focus on biographies as
an example of a recount, ending with writing our own autobiography of our life so far. We will
then move on to look at narrative texts focusing on the Mystery genre. At the end of Learning
Block 5 we will plan and write our own short mystery story using the tools and techniques we
have acquired in previous lessons.
Science lessons will involve experimenting with circuits in our electricity topic. We will look at
resistance in circuits and explain why adding more components or more wires to a circuit
results in the bulb becoming dimmer. In History we will continue to look at the Tudors. We will
look in depth at Henry VIII and explore how the Tudor monarchy was different to the monarchy
today. Geography lessons will focus on mountain ranges. We will begin by looking at the
physical and human features of Russia to determine whether there are any geographical
patterns. We will then plot where the Ural Mountains are on our own maps and explain how
Western Russia differs from Eastern Russia. We will also compare the Ural Mountains in
Russia to the Grampian Mountains in Scotland and key mountain ranges in the United States.

