THE PREMIER ACADEMY
Learning Block 2 & 3 Curriculum Newsletter
Topics and Learning Focus
Home Learning
Home learning can have a real impact on children’s progress so any support that you can give to
your child will have an impact on their development.
Regular reading is the most important activity so please support your child by making it part of their
routine from an early age.
Times tables and number knowledge are key areas to practise for maths development.
We set spelling related English, and maths pieces of homework each week on a Monday to be
handed in the following Monday in all year groups with an additional topic focused activity from
Year 1. We try hard to ensure that homework is as accessible as possible to children with minimal
support required by parents. Please speak to your child’s class teacher if you have any issues
surrounding homework.

Reception
During Learning Blocks 2 and 3 we will focus on settling in to being part of the TPA community and
the associated routines. We will get to know and become comfortable with the Reception Unit and
the wider site.
Our topic is Magical Me. As part of this topic we will learn all about ourselves: similarities and
differences, likes and dislikes, parts of the body, feelings and all of the many things that make us
unique. During this time we will focus on writing our names, learning the letter names and sounds of
the alphabet, number recognition and counting.
We will also develop our gross (meaning big, like kicking a ball) and fine (meaning small, like
colouring) motor skills through a range of activities both indoor and out including Music and
Movement sessions. We will have lots of opportunities to share books and we will listen to a variety
of stories and non-fiction (information) books.

Year 1
Year 1

Throughout the next two learning blocks, Year 1 will focus on the topic Changes. Our focus in
History will be to develop our understanding of change and make comparisons between our lives
and the lives of our grandparents. In Science we will explore different types of materials and their
properties whilst in PSHE we will think about how to play fair and understand different views. In RE
we will explore the biblical creation story, look at the importance of Harvest Festivals to some
Christians and the Sukkot to some Jews. In Art and DT we will create puppets which we will then
use to perform. Maths lessons will focus on describing the properties of 2D and 3D shapes, addition
and subtraction, including basic number bonds and developing an understanding of time
vocabulary. Our focus in English will be to identify and describe familiar and unfamiliar settings, as
well as developing our understanding of a range of fiction texts. We will then explore different
poems linked by the theme senses. We will look at key features in a range of poems and we will
use adjectives to describe what we can see, smell, taste, feel and hear. Once written, we will then
perform our poems to the rest of the class.

Year 2
Year 2
In Learning Blocks 2 and 3 our topic, The Big Build, will have us investigating the natural landscape
and how it is used, including the reasons why castles were built in specific areas. We will look at
castles in greater depth by comparing the main similarities and differences in their structure,
purpose and location. In Science we will focus on animals including humans. We will find out about
and describe the basic needs of animals for survival. We will also think about the importance of diet
and exercise for humans. PSHE lessons will provide opportunity for us to discuss citizenship and
what it means to be a member of a group such as a school or family.
Maths lessons will focus on number bonds, using and applying written methods to solve problems
and counting and comparing numbers. Our focus in English will be on adventure and fantasy texts.
We will look at the structure of narrative and predict endings based on what has happened so far.
As a class we will read The Owl Who Was Afraid Of The Dark by Jill Tomlinson. Our non-fiction
focus will be instructions: listening to and following instructions then giving and writing our own.

KS2 Topics and Learning Focus
Year 3
Our topic will be Victorian Change. We will explore how life changed in the Victorian era through
investigating the work of Florence Nightingale, Mary Seacole and Doctor Barnardo. In Art we
will continue our Victorian theme and look at portraits and photographs, whilst learning how to
sketch using shade and tone. In Geography, we will look at the development of the transport
network across the UK and the impact that the railway system had on travel. In Science we will
develop our understanding of forces and magnets through various investigations. We will
identify a range of magnetic materials and compare how things move on different surfaces
whilst considering reasons for this.
Further to this, in Maths, we will focus on all four number operations and how we can apply
them to real life situations, we will also extend our knowledge of measure, 2D and 3D shape. In
English we will read Street Child by Berlie Doherty to support our topic. We will also compare
and contrast familiar fairy tales which have different settings. We will be thinking about and
writing our own alternative endings to a familiar and well known fairy tale.

Year 4
Year 4 will study the human and geographical similarities and differences between Bletchley
and Chembakolli, a village in India. We will focus on location and landscape, housing, work and
farming, trade and jobs (including Fairtrade), and consider the sustainability and self-sufficiency
of both locations. In Science we will explore the use of classification keys for living things and
their habitats. Additionally, we will look at changing environments and the effect this can have
on living things. RE lessons will investigate the history of Islam including Ramadan, Eid and the
Pillars of Islam and in Art we will experiment with colour mixing and Pointillism, to create images
using dots.
In English we will develop our knowledge of stories from other cultures and discuss the morals
and messages within these stories. We will look at the importance of cultural stories and links
we can make to other stories we may know. Our non-fiction focus will include persuasion and
non-chronological reports. In Maths we will cover shape, negative numbers, multiplication and
division, time (both 12 and 24 hours) and fractions. Our focus will be how to apply our
knowledge of these areas to problem solving.

Year 5
We will learn about Space in the next two learning blocks. We will investigate rocket flight and
how it has developed, including the research completed by NASA on some of their missions.
Alongside this, we will look into the movement of the planets, the sun and the moon and their
importance in relation to each other. In Art and DT we will design and create planets to support
our learning in Science. RE will consider the importance of prayer for some people and how
some people in different religions pray.
In English we will focus on science fiction, discussing the structure, narrative and effect on
audiences. We will consider effective description that evokes time and place as well as
comparing different ways to build and present a character. Our non-fiction focus will be
explanation. We will read and analyse explanations whilst investigating their styles and the use
of impersonal language. In Maths we will investigate properties of shape, symmetry of shapes
and patterns. Previous understanding of the four number operations will support our work on
multi-step problems, factor pairs and mental calculations.

Year 6
In Learning Block 2 we will work on visualising and constructing 2D and 3D shapes in Maths.
This will involve solving problems with 3D shapes, including nets of 3D shapes; recognising
faces, edges and vertices and drawing 2D shapes with given dimensions and angles. In English
we will focus on narrative plays. We will start by looking at Romeo and Juliet by William
Shakespeare and comparing it to the film adaptation Gnomeo and Juliet. We will look, in depth,
at the way the characters and settings are portrayed in each. We will then write a modern retelling of this classic play and finish by acting and performing a dramatised scene. In Science
we will study living things and their habitats which will allow us to look at the scientific
classification of plants and animals.
In Learning Block 3 we will work on division skills using different written methods, we will then
move on to investigating properties of shape, particularly circles and angles in polygons. In
English we will look at classic stories and poems. We will focus on dialogue, author’s language
choices and descriptive writing. In Geography we will use maps to locate continents, countries
and cities. In History we will focus on the Tudors and look at how Henry VIII ruled and why he
had six wives. In Science we will investigate electricity, whilst in Art we will look at Picasso’s
work and create our own portraits in his style.

