THE PREMIER ACADEMY
Learning Block 1 Curriculum Newsletter
Topics and Learning Focus
Home Learning
Home learning can have a real impact on children’s progress so any support that you can give to
your child will have an impact on their development.
Regular reading is the most important activity so please support your child by making it part of their
routine from an early age.
Times tables and number knowledge are key areas to practise for maths development.
We set spelling related English, and maths pieces of homework each week on a Monday to be
handed in the following Monday in all year groups with an additional topic focused activity from
Year 1. We try hard to ensure that homework is as accessible as possible to children with minimal
support required by parents. Please speak to your child’s class teacher if you have any homework
issues.

Year 7

During Learning Block 1 Year 7’s main focus will be to prepare for our transition to secondary
school and the end of year performance. In English we will read a range of science fiction texts and
write our own sci-fi story. In Maths we will continue to develop our number skills and ready
ourselves for the secondary curriculum. We will develop our teamwork skills by playing rounders
and netball in PE and working collaboratively in IT to create posters and programmes for our end of
year performance.

Year 1
Year 1
Once we have made the gradual transition into Year 1 we will study the topic Brilliant Bodies in
greater depth. In Science we will identify and label parts of the body that are associated with each
sense. We will also identify a range of animals and discuss whether they are carnivores, omnivores
or herbivores and what the main differences are between them. In English we will read a range of
fiction books with repeated phrases and patterns, focusing on Farmer Duck by Martin Wadell.
Geography lessons will develop observational skills and we will study the geography of the
Academy whilst recognising manmade and physical features. Our maths focus will be number
based, focusing on counting up to and beyond 100 and introducing the 2, 5 and 10 times tables. In
PSHE we will discuss personal development targets and ways we can build self-esteem, whilst
finding ways to cope with change.

Year 2
Year 2
Learning Block 1 will be an exciting time for Year 2 as we will explore the oceans and seas through
our topic and find out about the work of the Royal National Lifeboat Institution and how they help us
stay safe when at sea. Our topic will also include learning about the key geographical features of
the coastlines around Britain. In Science we will explore food chains and how plants and animals
adapt to their surroundings to survive. In Art we will use clay to create an ocean themed model and
in PSHE we will discuss rules and expectations in school and how to build good relationships with
our friends on the playground. In English we will use our descriptive language to write about
familiar settings in addition to continuing to develop our spelling, punctuation and grammar skills.
This will then lead us on to explore explanation texts. In Maths our key focus will be number skills
and shape – this will include recognising numbers up to 500, ordering and comparing numbers,
knowing the value of numbers using place value and being able to identify 2D and 3D shapes.

KS2 Topics and Learning Focus
Year 3
Over the next few weeks Year 3 will focus on the topic ‘Plants, Fossils and Rocks’. We will have
a large science focus during this topic as we explore the life cycle of plants, parts of a plant and
their functions and what we need to make a plant grow. We will grow bean plants and keep a
diary of its weekly development. In Geography, we will investigate how fossils are formed and
what they can tell us about dinosaurs, animal behaviour and adaptations over the years.
Furthermore, we will look at different types of rocks and discover how volcanoes are formed. In
History, we will look at the work of the famous fossil finder, Mary Anning and explore how her
early life shaped her career. In English we will read an adventure story ‘The Hodgeheg’ by Dick
King-Smith and once we have read and explored a range of adventure texts we will then work in
groups to write a class adventure story.

Year 4

During Learning Block 1 we will learn about the Roman Empire and the positive impact the
Romans had on life then and life now. We will investigate the Roman invasion of Britain, what
the Romans did for us and Boudicca’s role in the history of Britain and how she is perceived by
historians. In Geography we will research countries in Europe with a special focus on Italy and
Britain and expand our knowledge of counties and cities in the UK; linking our findings to the
Romans. In Art we will create our own mosaics based on Roman techniques. PSHE lessons will
focus on new beginnings and our personal development, whilst in English we will explore myths
and legends and their importance. We will also create our own shape poems and investigate
the effectiveness of instructional writing. In Maths we will expand our knowledge of the four
number operations and learn new methods to help us solve problems whilst using our
reasoning skills to explain our understanding.

Year 5
In Learning Block 1 we will study the Anglo-Saxons as our topic and we will investigate why the
Roman Empire collapsed before looking at how the Anglo-Saxons lived. This topic will be
supported by a visit to the MK Discovery Centre where we will create our own warrior shields
and take part in role play activities. In Geography we will compare why and how land use has
changed in our local area whilst developing our map reading skills. In English we are comparing
biographies and autobiographies, building up to writing our own to share with our peers. We will
also look at fictional recounts, which will allow us to develop our descriptive writing techniques.
We will finish by investigating and performing slam poetry. In Maths we will continue to develop
our understanding of the number system including multiples, factors and Roman Numerals;
computing and comparing numbers and finally investigating properties of shape.

Year 6
Our new topic will be ‘Drugs and Bugs’. This will involve studying microorganisms in science
lessons and medicinal drugs as well as dangerous drugs in PSHE. In Science we will start by
looking at the three main types of microorganisms (bacteria, viruses and fungi) and then explore
how these can be both harmful and helpful in everyday life. We will carry out investigations
which will focus on how microorganisms help to compost our household food waste. At the end
of the learning block we will look at the human circulatory system and how lifestyle, diet,
exercise and drugs can impact the way our bodies function. In History we will study an ancient
civilisation that began in Mesopotamia, which is present day Baghdad. We will explore why the
city was built in this location and the significance of their early writing techniques. In English we
will focus on two fiction books written by the author Michael Morpurgo. We will look at the
typical structure of the adventure genre and compare the Morpurgo stories whilst looking at the
different character portrayals. In Maths we will continue to develop our understanding of the
number system including all four number operations and applying our understanding to problem
solving.

